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hard  to  imagine  a  time  when  JJC  students  didn’t  have 
opportunities  for  involvement.  Even  in  the  beg-inning,  the 
first  group  of  students  to  in  the  newly  formed  two-year  ex¬ 
tended  course  of  study  at  Joliet  Township  High  School  (out 
of  which  JJC  would  be  formed)  found  a  way  to  establish 
themselves  as  unique,  even  while  still  attending  classes 
high  school  building.  As  J.  Stanley  Brown  said  in  an  article 
published  in  1904,  “Community  life  ought  to  center  about 
the  school  and  all  members 


than  simply  a  place  to  study  books  and  recite  lessons.” 


Looking  at  the  early  years  of  a  developing  student  body, 
we  see  clubs,  organizations  and  general  social  activities 
growing  out  of  basic  human  needs:  the  need  to  interact 
with  others,  and  to  express  oneself.  In  this  light,  students 
are  much  the  same  today  as  they  were  113  years.  In  fact, 
some  of  the  organizations  that  grew  out  of  the  seeds  of  an 
early  JJC  are  still  thriving  today. 
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The  Growlers 
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One  of  the  earliest  social  clubs  at  JJC  began  in  1923.  The, 
Growlers  was  formed  “For  the  purpose  of  bettering  the  social 
and  intellectual  life  of  the  Junior  College,  and  to  create  a 
sportsman-like  attitude  therein.”  Because  the  club  wel¬ 
comed  current  students  and  faculty,  as  well  as  their  friends 
and  family,  the  group  was  massive  from  the  very  beginning. 
Looking  at  the  picture  of  the  inaugural  group,  it’s  obvious 
that  in  1923,  Growlers  membership  outnumbered  the  enroll¬ 
ment  at  the  college.  Meeting  attendees  discussed  literature 
and  music,  and  talked  about  current  events.  They  also  held 
a  “social  hour”  after  eaclq  meeting.  The  Growlers  put  their 
mission  into  action  during  this  time,  with  impromptu  dancing 
and  games.  Documents  describing  the  club  convey,  “every 
minute  of  the  hour  was  planned  for  with  games  and  enter¬ 
tainment."  The  Growlers  also  published  literary  works  of  col¬ 
lege  students,  in  the  annuals  and  semi-monthly  publications, 
a  tradition  that  is  still  intact  today.  Wordeater,  the  student 
literary  magazine,  celebrates  its  forty-second  year  in  2014. 
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Before  clubs,  the  first  students 
of  the  “normal  course”  at  Joliet 
Township  High  School  would 
continue  the  high  school  activ¬ 
ity  of  staging  an  annual  play.  As 
early  as  1907,  the  Alumni  As- 
•  sociation  (comprised  of  alumni 
from  the  high  school)  staged 
a  production  of  David  Gar¬ 
rick.  A  period  piece  revolving 
*  around  the  19th  and  early 
20th  century  British  actor  of 
the  same  name,  David  Gar¬ 
rick  was  stagfed  in  effort  to 
raise  money  for  a  statue  of 
Louis  Joliet  to  be  placed  at 
the  entrance  of  the  high 
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School.  The  plays  throughout  the  early  1900s  and  into  the 
Great  Depression  were  staged  as  fundraisers  for  many  dif¬ 
ferent  student  and  school  causes.  One  continued  cause  was 
the  Junior  College  Loan  Fund,  which  helped  students  in  need. 

■  According  to  Susan  Wood,  past  JJC  administrator  and  author 
Of  The  People’s  Legacy:  A  History  of  Joliet  Junior  College, 
productions  such  as  The  Mikado ,  The  Pirates  of  Penzance 
and  II  Travatore  were  produced  as  collaborations  between 
musical  and  dramatic  clubs  in  both  the  high  school  and  the 
college,  but  always  with  the  principal  players  being  junior 
college  students. 
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Established  on  September  25,  1929,  the  JJC  Student  Council 

■v 

was  created  to  “promote  a  better  understanding  between 
the  faculty  and  student  body,  and  to  advance  student  enter¬ 
prises.”  The  Council'was  comprised  of  ■members  from  The 
College  Club,  Women’s  Athletic  Association,  first  and  sec¬ 
ond  year  French  Clubs,  the  editor  of  the  student  newspaper 
(not  yet  called  The  Blazer),  the  two  existing  class  presidents 
and  two  members-at-large,  elected  by  popular  vote  from  the 
student  body.  There  first  order  of  business  was  to  disperse 
the  newly  created  “student  activity-fee  plan”  among  the 
student  groups.  In  addition  to  deciding  how  to  allocate  funds 
to  student  groups  for  their  various  events  and  activities,  the 
council  heard  grievances  from  the  student  body,  and  created 
a  new  school  seal  and  banner.  History  can  be  reassuring; 
even  after  113  years,  student  leadership,  and  the  issues  o« 
campus,  haven’t  change  all  that  much. 


